The Coming Civilization
would inevitably become more animal in nature.
For if the sexual functions were to be indulged in
any passing infatuation, sex would become much
more a familiar incident, devoid of spiritual or
romantic significance, than a rare and precious
experience. It would approximate precisely to
animal behaviour. That has always seemed to me
to be the fatal flaw of the libertine gospel when
applied to practice.
We are, however, already on the track of the
principle we are seeking when we decide that the
old tradition was wrong in regarding the sex-act
as sinful and unclean. We now regard the sex-act
as pure and natural. From that emerges the principle
that something which is pure and natural, which is
linked so closely to the affections, and which is the
means of the supreme act of procreation, is sacred;
and if it is sacred, it should be reserved for sacred
occasions. It ought not to be squandered on chance
encounters. If we follow this line of thought further,
we shall begin to draw a sharp distinction between
passionate infatuation and love. The difference is
that passion is. temporary in character and very
quickly tends to die down into indifference or even
aversion: it is intense enough, but it is not in itself
love. The seal of love is its mental and emotional
intimacy: that is to say, if I am really in love, I
desire comradeship with my partner in the platonic
adventures of life, I link my sexual desire to a desire
for sharing intellectual and domestic and other
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